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%The New Journal of International Communism,
"Problems of Peace and Socialism!'

1. The first (September 1958) issue of the new international

Communist journal ProWSomahsm* begm%&
late in August. The English-language edition of the journal runs to 113
pages in the first issue and consists of a statement from the Editorial
Board, 6 major articles, '7 short articles, and a few book reviews and
short notices.

2. As a widely distributed mouthpiece for the current 'I{a.rty line, the
journal will be an important instrument in Soviet control and coordination of
the nternational Communist movement,

3. The "main task" of the new journal is ""the propagation and

/¢ 7‘ ”Jfff

further elaboration of Marxist-Lenins t theory". Foxnow,’ “this means

i
-

= ,
the propagation of the basic strategy of the ‘*}1 arty Declaration of November

Wcﬂaﬁéﬁ’éﬁ,ff;- flvﬂfﬁ!p/%ﬂ'w‘%&ﬂ” a«/ 4 dW'é
1957, which mmm&xemm/\of the 20th CPSU Congress, Following
..

the extraordinary 21st Congress of the CPSU, scheduled for January 1959,

the journal will ""propagate' whatever further elaborations (if any) of the

basic strategy are madeyt

* This is the gemeTal internationally used title. The English-language
version is entitled World Marxist Review and the French edition is
entitled La Nouvelle Revue Internationale. The Swedish edtion is
entitled Internationell revy. All carry the subtitle, "Problems of
Peace and Soclalism'. The journal is also published in Russian,
Chinese, Czech, Polish, Rumanian, Bulgarian, Hungarian, Vietamese,

Albanian, Korean, German, Spanish and Italian. The Japawﬁp\qa
announced that it will publish a Japanese ediion, ¢ “"‘;S
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4, In broad terms,/hl means a continuation and intensification

7 &7 e I\

)
; of the international olitlcal ecmomic, and ideological offenswe, Wi
- i ( M{&éfm J/ ;L{.w ﬂﬁ?}ﬂ»m M*/kt #ta bé Zz
. N#émain expansion of Bloc influence in the underdeveloped areas

-of Free World

o via the '"national liberation movement“,

é o MJ&M Hee /“.M Oz/ e2 rt
CP tacIsgCﬂ——&rrrﬁ o, wgmﬁmﬁon"f i e e ‘“’C’

strategy.véwi-éw&h%?
v /}ﬁ‘ . J ) % !,.‘,-.,; o )
A Moo wm'é’as‘z ﬁz ﬁ% /Mmm“é . J"E’%‘“ﬁ;}
' other mdependence of thought and action within the

7
International movement,, particularly in the Communist #loc.

MW% /Zw
Wﬁq ef-ﬁe—rt}l‘m-expresseé—tnre new _]ourna in ™ M

terms of the allegedly decisive shift in the balance of world forces in
favor of '"socialism" anci the "inevitable' collapse of "imperialism'" on
the one hand, and the singling out of "revisionism" as"Fhe main danger
to the Communist movement ¥ in present-day conditions', on the other
hand. The new journal states that it ""considers it its paramount duty
to fight against all expressions of bourgeois ideology and first of all

against revisionism. !

e

5. Altb.nugl(the journal speclfxe%s a concession to the tactical
/

-

pose of the "independencdg! of}l}e CP's and to those CP's, like the

/S

S
Italian and Polish, which épposed a directive-type organ along the lines

of the Cominform journal}/that it will not issue "dir ectlves."f{ t has already
A
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done so in effect in the first issue, by stating that it will stick closely to

Twtht -
the X2~-Party Declaration, 'which was approved by the international Communist
8

movement.' With former Kommunist chief editorf A. M. Rumyantsev in

charge, Problems of Peace and Socialism is under close Soviet control. A

good measure of this control is the fact that the other members of the Editorial
Board remain anonymous. It will be interesting to see their stature,//as/

compared with Rumyantsev's, as they become known.

6. Ib_er_e.wa:e—awhi-nvtﬁn one of the advance announcements about the

rL ¢

/f g me 1o
journahthat it would carry articles by -ethers—than Communists, on a selective
basis. This has been borne out by the appearance in the second number of the
journal, which went on sale in Prague on 13 September, of an article by an
Egyptian, Khaled Mukhi ed-Din, who is not an openly avowed Communist.
He is however known in Egypt as a Communist; he is frequently quoted by the

Soviet press as a representative voice of Arab nationalism, and was elected to

the World Peace Council in July 1958. He has long been a leading figure in

¢ , v
™\ %—\'o'%@g/(%ﬁé 00&/414{[77(05 i
organizational work concerning the A+A+87T.

7. UYmeentaintics-haxe-been-observedrin.the ﬁ-eparationsto launch the

\ﬁgw,mﬁf%ﬁ

journa¥ It took about a yearﬁand@ga@half (from mid-1956 until November 1957)
W)&% 3

for an agreement dewhe-feaehed to create an international publication;st=alis

The decision was finally made at the Moscow conferences of CP representatives,

| 3 —2¥Bague >
but nothing further seems to have been done until she-Prague conference’on

asf

7-8 March, when it was announced that #e ""'some" érties ropiescnted.at.the
f\
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as chlef editor was not announcéd until 15 May. Further difficulties
concerning the various #lf/ language editions, title of the journal, publication
and distribﬁtion facilities, etc., were encounte1;ed at a meeting of CP delegates
to the Czech Party Congress in June, and the decision ‘to publish Swedish and
Vietnamese editions was not made until the second half of July.

8. The formula usezwzin the first issue of the
journal to describe its sponsorship (i.e., failure to identify the CP's
which took part in the March conference in Prague), leaves the door opex
for further expansion of the Editorial Board. The aponsoring CP's include
the 12 Bloc Parties plus several outside the Bloc, none of which has been identified
publicly. All CP’S are urged to participate in the publication. Some of the

editions of the journal are published in Prague, and Free World editions are

distributed by estalibhed Communist publications outletsé

bs MMM:
English Central Books, Ltd.,
37 Grays Inn Road,

London, W, C, i

Canadian Progress Books
924 King Street West,
Toronto 3,
Ontario

1. - CDLP
LN 142, Boulevard Diderot
Spanish Editorial Anteo Paris, Xlile

Calle Entre Rios 1039,

Buenos Aires,

Argentina

French
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Stimonkale €,
Helsinke

-
f T rqade 1-3
Denmark Forlaget Tiden Dl’ j J
Copenhagen
Iceland Socialistaflokkurinn
Thorsgatan 1,
Reykjavik
Norway Nolrlsk Forlag Ny Dag
Gronlandsleiret 39
Oslo
, The Swedish edition isé,-ire-m% distributed in Denmark, Finland, Iceland,

%
and Norway.O\The French and Spanish editions, along with a.t.’_h!t Bloc editions,

et s St
e

are also distributed through the Czech Press Distribution Agency in Prague.-

The English edition is publlshed by W.N. Clark, 16 King Street, London,

Ciat

w.C.2. ' ition is published by Arbetarkulturs Forlag, Kungsgatan

.f‘“/

84, Stockholm K, and the Responsible Editor is K. Backstrom.

L
!
\
Q . .
Analysis of the Swedish edition suggests that the new journal is
handled in the same way as the Swedish edition of the defunct Cominform journal,
p) [y cvatusuplin
an‘&}’ s 2 WN'A
For a Lasting Peace, For a People's Democracy¢' Russian and German texts %
5 . S
i i\’(
\Vi}g% sent by air mail from Prague to the Swedish CP publishing house, Arbetarkulturs
/\}r trq _ A
.y t
& F(‘)rlagg the se texts &re'then/\translated by a team under the direction of the

responsible editor of the Swedish edition, Knut Backstrom (who was also in
charge of the Swedish edition of the Cominform journal, and the translator team
is presumably the same as the one that got out the Cominform journal). The
Swedish edition of the new journal appears to be a simple verbatim translation

from Russian or German texts§ there is good reason to believe that the
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Swedish edition of the new journal is not translated in Prague.’ The Swedish

edition is probably financed (including publication deficits and salaries for the
Swedish editorial staff) entirely by the CPSU, through the Sovinformbureau
office in Stockholm. The other Free World editions are probably handled in
the same way. *

The various language editions appear to have identical texts, but the
format varies slightly. For example, the English edition is printed in page-wide
columns and runs to 113 pages, whereas the Swedish edition has two columns
on ea;%’pageﬁaud,mtow}@ pages.

9. There has been a delay in the publication of the Italian edition. L'Unita
announced on 13 September that the first issue of the journal would appear in
/
Italy only in its French edition. The journal will appear in Italian for its
second number (October).** The reasons for th& delay are not known. They
could be merely technical, although the timely appearance of a Swedish edition
and the substantial size of Italian Communist press assets would seem to make
this unlikely. The delay may have been caused by some disagreement within
the CP over the issuance of a centralized international organ. It is known that
the Italian Party leadership was opposed to such an organ in the past .
% A consistent misspelling of the name of the President of Argentina ("Frondiri"
instead of Frondizi) in the English edition suggests that the article by Alberdi
was translated from a manuscript in which a commonly used European s¢ript

form of the letter 'z'' was misread by an Anglo-Saxon translator as an 'r'
The Swedish, French and Russian editions do not have this error.

%% It has since been announced that the Italian version, entitled Problemi della

“Fo?’ﬂ%fé IS “‘sc‘ﬁf ROPA0815R666800256661%4

Unlta reporter, rancesco
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10. Despite the delay and confusions encountered in launching the new

journal, it is impressive in format, if not in content. *’ﬁi L &‘*'ﬁ*& .
Wt T

s "
1 o

ek

M"? The first section consirst.s of the sfétement of the Editorial Board and

six lead articles, which, taken together, cover all the main theses of the

current international line--'peace!' tactics, the campaign against 'revisionism'l,
"'superiority' of Communis}/,/Bloc solidarity, and the strategy of 'national
liberation, " The lead article s/in the first issue were written by Antonin
Novotny (President of Czechoslovakia and First Secretary of the Czech CP);

Li Fu-chun (Vice Premier and Chairman of the State Planning Commission of
the CPR); G. Glezerman and B, Ukraintsev (Soviet theoreticians), Jacques Duclos
(Secretary of the French CP), L. Tismaneanu {a Rumanian professor), Ostap

' ‘ w{eﬁa@gu&%.

Dluski (Vice Chairman of the Polish Sejm Commission on foreign affair%. The
articles elaborate on the themes thatthe United States is ''peace enemy No. 1"
and the main enemy of the independence of Peoples throughout the world, that
only Communism can save”rgankind“"," that Communism will win the world, that
the Communist brand of democracy is "a million times more democratic than
any bourgeois state, ' that the ''socialist! state must be infinitely strengthened
before it can 'wither away', that the purge is a permanent operation in China

(repetition of the "rectification campaign...at set intervals'), that the United

States is behind resurgent 'militarism' in West Germany, that De Gaulle's
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[
""dictatorial ambitions' are abetted by the ”traktorous policy of the Socialist

Party leadership, "' that Yugoslav views on the Bloc's co-responsibility for

T

ﬂ:w ':{ ‘\%\’V,’

world tensions are "embellishing American imperialism', ‘that relationships

"
-

e
et
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(’éﬁlong the Bloc nations are wonderful, *‘ﬁ that the Soviet Union 'is the leading
e R

force in the camp of socialism,' f

1’!. The second section of the first issue, occupying roughly one-third

[toy &

of the total, consists of short (?%# page) contributions under the rubric "Exchange
of Opinions, ! which are presented as abbreviations of contributions to a discussion
held in Prague on 23 June’ (at the time of the Czech CP's 11th Congress) on the
subject of the "Economic Crisis and the Wo;-king Class," More than 28 CP's,

in addition to those represented in the Editorial Board, were announced as being
represented at the Conference. The Conference was held under the auspices

of the editors of the journal. The contributions printed in the journal focus on

a key theme of the @;Party Declaration: ?Q "the world capitalist economy
~
remains shaky and unstable.'" Within this framework, for which chief editor

Rumyantsev provided a broad theoretical basis and general political line, the

it

journal contains contributions fromﬁ,.Communists. The main action topics

M

concern tactical applications of the strike weapon and the tactical problems of

the '"national independence'' strategy. There are significant indications of
'
r — s
sensitivity W&Wto the break with YugoslavA(Israel, Ceylon) and of

!

M4 - dr A

hardening of the line in some places Ethe "'national bourgeoisie' in the national
A
8
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liberation united front.(Syria, Indonesia).
The main theoretical discussion is supplemented by a professional

economist's analysis of the economic recession in the United States. The article

8a
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by A. A. Arzumanyan makés the following assertions: (I) the "crisis"
in the United States is ;eal, and it has extended abroad; (2) it is 'likely"
to lead to a depression in the United States, and the '"bourgeois state' will
not be able to prevent this; (3) however, 'the crisis must not 1ead£§ to the
mechanical conclusion that a revolutionary situation is close at hand, or
conversely, that the absence of a crisis signifies that a mass revolutionary
upsurge of the masses is remote.' In other words, Moscow is not yet
prepared to draw firm conclusions about the political consequences of another
depression, or to tie revolutionary action to a situation which may not develop.
The contributions of most of the other participants in the symposium
included "analyses'' of the impact of the ''crisis' in their own countries, with
AT
emphasis o?rr;;che tactical link between ''struggle for economic demands' and
for national economic development on the one hand, and Communist political
campaigns on the other (e.g., against 'fascism' in France, atomic weapons
in West Germany, acceptance of the offers of aid from '"imperialist capital'
in the UAR, etc.)s
13,_ There are some noteworthy omissions from the symposium as
summarized in the first issue of the journal. Although representatives from
the following countries participated in the Prague dis&msion in June, they are
G-t Brisey
not represented in the summary:A Greece, Denmark, India, Netherlands,

Norway, Brazil, Chile, Bolivia, Ecuador, Iran, Jordan "and other countries''.
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It is also worth noting that the Italian contribution is by Manzocchi, the head

1]
vebo '
of the Central Economic Section of the PCI, rather than by/tgpano, asmuch

more senior man in the PCI @mber of the Party Directorate).

13 The fingl sections, under the headings ''Activities of the Communist
and Workers' Parties', "Reviews'", and '"Letters and Notes', includes some
interesting items: the issuance of the fifth edition of Lienin's works in which
will appear for the first time officially the famous ''testament' and a number
of previously unpublished materials; an account of a conference of the under-
ground Dominican People's Socialist Party; a review of Luigi Longo's 1957
booklet, '"Revisionism--New and Old,'" This is of interest in that it seeks to
discredit the "neo-revisionists', whose appearance was stimulated by the
impact of Khrushchev's speech on Stalin and the Polish and Hungarian crises,
with the tar which Lenin used against the 'revisionists' of his day. "Revisionist"
challenges to authority cannot be tolerated, since they waste energy and endanger
"unity and solidarity [_V;hicl}__/ constitute the fundamental principle of the inter-
national Communist movement, "

lq'. As a whole, the contents of the first issue of the journallare ‘gzn;nspired

P o7 e
it of the Moscow line on all aspects of the world struggle an%he -af/’?le“lf?(g
'

Tea suppressiom-of freedom of thought and expression within the inter-

s

¥ -
national movement. The 4@+Party Declaration is the blueprint for the movement

; S

10
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for the foreseeable future. This may be embargs sing to some Communists,

just as the reappearance of a central organ, with all its evidences of centralized
authority and a strong Moscow accent)may embarrﬁss the CP's that pretend to

be the staunchest defenders of national independence. It will be interesting

to see how the CP"'S make use of the journal and whetﬂer some Communists
react as adversely to it as they did to the old Cominform journal--which was

a joke in rnany/P/a/rty circles. Even if this proves to be the case, the new
journal should in no circumstances be underestimated as an authoritative

vehicle for the international line,

11
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